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The Impact of Forensic Accounting Characteristics on Reducing Tax
Evasion from the Prospective of External Auditors Working in Audit
Offices and Companies in the Republic of Yemen: A Field Study

Abstract

The study aimed to identify and measure the impact of the forensic accountant's
characteristics (FACs) in reducing tax evasion (TE) from the point of view of external
auditors working in audit offices and companies in the Republic of Yemen (A field study).
To achieve the study objectives, the questionnaire was developed as a tool for collecting
the primary data from the study population which reached (384) external auditors in
external audit offices and companies using the Complete Census method to select the
study sample. The number of returned questionnaires was (329) questionnaires, and the
number of valid questionnaires for analysis was (260) copies. The data were analyzed
using the Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) program, where multiple
regression analysis was used to test the study hypotheses. The study findings revealed a
positive impact of FACs (qualifications, skills) on reducing TE. Based on the multiple
regression analysis test, the findings revealed that skills have a high positive impact on
reducing TE, followed by qualifications. The findings also showed that there is no impact
of the FACs (experiences, behaviors) on reducing TE according to the respondents'
opinion to the study tool. The study concluded that according to the respondents’ point of
view, the dimensions most closely related to reducing TE are the justification for tax
evasion, followed by opportunities for tax evasion, followed by tax evasion capabilities
and then tax evasion pressures. In light of the study findings, the study reached several
conclusions, including that: the forensic accountant’s obtaining professional
qualifications plays an important role in reducing TE, and that forensic accountants’
possession of various skills enhances taxpayers’ confidence in the tax system and leads
to increased tax compliance. The study recommended the necessity of activating training
programs for external auditors performing the work of forensic accountants to enhance
their experience and skills in practicing forensic accounting.
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