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Abstract

The study aimed to determine the role of the auditor’s professional skepticism
in detecting fraud in the financial statements from the point of view of the
external auditors in the Republic of Yemen. To achieve the study’s objective,
the descriptive analytical approach was used and the questionnaire was used as
a main tool in collecting data from the study population, which consisted of
(575) individuals, where 392 questionnaires were distributed to a purposive
sample that included (office owner/audit partner, audit manager, team
leader/control chief, lead auditor/technical member).(223) valid questionnaires
were retrieved for analysis, and the Statistical Package for the Social Sciences
(SPSS) program was used to analyze the data. The results of the field study
showed that there is a role for professional skepticism in detecting fraud in the
financial statements from the point of view of external auditors. Also, the
results of the analysis showed that the level of professional skepticism was
(high) and the level of fraud detection in the financial statements was also
(high).The study reached a number of recommendations, the most prominent of
which are: the need to pay attention to the psychological aspects related to the
auditor’s professional skepticism and know the extent of its contribution to
detecting fraud in the financial statements, the professional bodies’ interest in
terms related to professional skepticism, interpreting them and listing examples
of them, developing auditors’ skills in identifying indicators of fraud in the
financial statements in forming a sound intuition or doubt about those indicators
and how to verify them.
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