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The Impact of the Audit Committee's Tasks on Improving the
Preparation of the Risk-Based Internal Audit Plan: A Field Study in
Banks Operating in The Republic of Yemen

Abstract

The study aimed to measure the impact of audit committee tasks in improving the
preparation of the annual risk-based internal audit plan in banks operating in the Republic
of Yemen. The study followed the descriptive analytical approach to achieve the goal of
the study and test its hypotheses. It also relied on the questionnaire as a tool for collecting
data from the study sample that was selected using... The comprehensive inventory
method included (157) individuals from the internal audit departments in the main centers
of banks in the capital secretariat - Sana’a, amounting to (14) banks. After distributing
the questionnaire to the selected sample, (123) valid questionnaires were retrieved for
analysis, and the data were analyzed using the statistical package program (SPSS). The
study reached a set of results, the most important of which are: a positive impact of the
tasks of audit committees, enhancing the independence of internal audit, assessing the
professional competence of internal auditors, evaluating the internal audit plan in
improving the preparation of the internal audit plan in banks operating in the Republic of
Yemen. Based on multiple regression analysis, the results showed that evaluating the
internal audit plan by audit committees has a high positive impact on improving the risk-
based internal audit plan, followed by the enhancing the independence by audit
committees, and then evaluating the professional competence by audit committees. The
results of the study also showed that the dimensions most closely related to improving the
preparation of the risk-based internal audit plan, according to the point of view of the
study sample members, are the components of the internal audit plan, followed by the
considerations of the internal audit plan, and then the preliminary steps for preparing the
internal audit plan. Based on the results reached, the study recommended the need for the
banks under study to improve the preparation of the internal audit plan by applying the
risk-based audit methodology, as this will help them achieve their goals and reduce the
risks to which they may be exposed. Audit committees must also pay attention to their
tasks with regard to evaluating the professional competence of internal auditors and
evaluating the internal audit plan, as this will contribute to improving the preparation of
the risk-based internal audit plan. The study also recommended that audit committees
must continue to carry out their tasks related to enhancing the independence of the internal
audit department; This contributes to reducing interference and pressure on the Internal
Audit Department when preparing its plan. The study also recommended that audit
committees must ensure that the bank creates a qualification plan for internal auditors in
a way that enables them to acquire the experience, knowledge, and skill that will enable
them to perform their planning tasks as required.
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