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Therefore, | decide to do this research to reveal this neglected dimension, and make
it available to architects and designers. The superficial interaction with the items of traditional
Sananian architecture is due to the cognitive deficiency in describing its genetic and
hereditary characteristics and the factors that formulated the morphological characters of
these elements. Herein lies the research’s issue. Thus, the aim of this research is to uncover
the genetic and hereditary characteristics of the items and elements of the Sanaaian
architecture by decoding its genetic code, and detecting the factors that shaped it along with
its morphological features. The research assumes that the reasons for the cognitive deficiency
of the genetic and hereditary characteristics are poor codification, documentation and
investigation in addition to the inheritance of the architectural work by imprecise
transmission, which led to a change in its morphological features. The research relies on the
analytical, inductive, comparative, and descriptive approach to reach the genetic
characteristics and elements of the Sanani traditional architecture. Also, it relies on the
inductive comparative approach in analyzing and knowing the hybridization methods of
contemporary Sanani architecture. The research has reached a set of results, the most
important one is that, the inheritance of the architectural work over the ages through imprecise
transmission has led to the obsolescence and extinction of information, and that was the
reason for the lack of awareness of the genetic characteristics of the items and elements in
Sananian’s architecture. In the top of that, poor codification and documentation and the lack
of references concerned with rooting the terms and elements of architecture have aggravated
the issue. The research reached a vision for dealing with the architectural genes of the Sana’a
City that combines the entrenchment of the genetic identity of the city and the inevitability of
the development required by the demands of contemporary life, proposing implementation
mechanisms based on basic elements (the designer, society, the state) and linking them with

the factors that produced the architectural genes of the city.
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The Genetic Characteristics of the Traditional Sana'anian
Architecture Items and Elements between Well-established Identity

and Development Imperative

Abstract

Every creative outcome not only has a source that originate from, but also has factors
that impact and contribute its formulation until reaching its last terminal structure. There is
no conceivable example to illustrate that better than the creation of human beings and the
creativity of the Creator. For instance, everyone has his own characteristics that combine in
such harmony; meanwhile, they can be different from other individuals’. These features
cannot be in common, or fully identical from a person to another, because they vary according
to the different genetic characteristics of the person’s DNA which cannot be matched in two
individuals in this world. Architecture is an example that reflects the human’s continuous
attempts to mimic Allah’s SWT creativity when he created this perfect universe. Architects
have been trying to imitate this creativity (which of course is derived from God ). Let’s take
the architecture process as an example. At first, the architect comes up with the idea, then
designs it, and finally he puts things together to fabricate outstanding architectures. In other
words, Architects can combine individual useless objects together to produce a one solid
useful entity. When we take a look at Yemeni and Sanani architecture creativity wise, you
will notice diversity of elements, items , and architectural decoration that paints in its details.
The Sanani’s architecture tells you the stories and ideas of how these architectures were
generated, also it mentions the influential factors by which it was formulated and refined until
it reached its current form and shape. In addition to the that, Sanani architecture has a
distinctive identity because it expresses its place and time. Sanani architecture was passed
down from generation to another. They dealt with it by copying, developing, or distorting,
and that played a role in changing its Morphological characters, either by eliminating or
adding features. As time passed, Sanani architecture’s elements and items changed and were
transmitted by the architects who underused them far superficially. They were limited to lines,
shapes, and colors, neglecting the intellectual dimension and the genetic origins.
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