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Abstract

The phenomenon of the proliferation of slums represents one of the most
common problems facing urban development. This phenomenon has begun to increase
in the last thirty years because of steady population growth in urban centers, particularly
major cities. The problem of random construction in these cities has emerged
simultaneously with urbanization in major cities as a result of rising housing needs, in
addition to increasing rates of internal migration from rural areas to urban centers.
Yemen, like other countries in the world, suffers from this phenomenon, which was one
of the most important reasons for the return of more than one million Yemeni
expatriates from neighboring Gulf States during the Gulf War in 1991. In addition to the
absence of effective programs in guiding development, by the concerned authorities in
the city, as well as the absence of security and justice control. As a result, corruption has
encouraged the facilitation of undisciplined people to tamper with different parts of the
city. Moreover, the political changes that the country is going through from 2011 to the
present day have resulted in the excessive spread of slums. The problem has further
exacerbated by the fact that it has not confronted from the outset and that there is no
specific and clear vision to reduce it, despite attempts to deal with this phenomenon
through several frameworks, including the development framework for those areas.
Global experience has proven that policies that dealt with rejection or removal have not
succeeded in addressing the problem and that just following the upgrading framework
has failed because of ignoring the role of the population — residents of those areas —and
activate their role and participation in those projects. There are also no clear visions for
employing these slums within the planning and the organization of the city, and in a
way to serve its construction in the form and content by taking advantage of the positive
aspects of it and the human possibilities, which they are available in it, and here, lies the
research problem. Therefore, the research found the balanced vision for the exploitation
of slums within the positive aspects of their emergence and to activate the role of
popular participation to be employed in the urban integration of the city.
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